
Dear Mr. Washington Task 
 
Take the role of a Black Loyalist or a Black Patriot. And write a letter of three paragraphs 
 

BLACK LOYALIST 
It is the year 1783 and the Americans have won the 
Revolution. Write a letter to General Washington 
explaining why you decided to join the British 
military instead of the Continental Army. Be sure to 
include the following points: 
• Introduce who you are, your background, and your 
role in the war.   
• Include details from the historical sources 
provided (biography, Lord Dunmore’s 
Proclamation, and Declaration of Independence).   

BLACK PATRIOT 
It is the year 1783 and the Americans have won the 
Revolution. Write a letter to General Washington 
explaining why you decided to join the Continental 
Army and what your expectations are for the future 
of African Americans like yourself in his newly 
formed country. Be sure to include the following 
points: 
• Introduce who you are, your background, and your 
role in the war. 
• Include details from the historical sources 
provided (biography, Lord Dunmore’s 
Proclamation, and Declaration of Independence). 

 

 4 - Advanced 3 - Proficient 2 - Progressing 1 – Non Proficient 

C
on

te
nt

 Relevant and accurate 
information is thoroughly 
researched and demonstrates 
a thorough understanding of 
the topic. 

Accurate information is well 
researched and demonstrates 
a good understanding of the 
topic. 

Accurate information 
reflects some research and a 
general understanding of the 
topic. 

Information shows little 
research and understanding 
of the topic. 
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B
io

gr
ap

hy
 Writing includes more than 

three examples of 
biographical information of 
the “author” of the letter. 

Writing includes three 
examples of biographical 
information of the “author” 
of the letter. 

Writing includes one or two 
examples of biographical 
information of the “author” 
of the letter. 

Writing includes no 
examples o of biographical 
information of the “author” 
of the letter. 

B
ib
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-

gr
ap

hy
 An appropriate bibliography 

section was included 
A bibliography section was 
included. 

Bibliography was not 
included 

Bibliography was not 
included 

L
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ag
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Writing includes many 
examples of domain specific 
vocabulary. Establishes and 
maintains a formal style. 
 

Writing includes some 
examples of domain specific 
vocabulary. Mostly 
maintains a formal style. 
 

Writing includes appropriate 
vocabulary. Somewhat 
maintains a formal style. 
 
 

Vocabulary included in 
writing is general and not 
grade appropriate. Does not 
maintain a formal style 
 

PU
G

S 

No punctuation, usage, 
grammatical or spelling 
errors. 

Less than four punctuation, 
usage, grammatical or 
spelling errors. 

Less than eight punctuation, 
usage, grammatical or 
spelling errors. 

More than seven 
punctuation, usage, 
grammatical or spelling 
errors. 

 
Some Black Loyalists: Colonel Tye, Thomas 
Peters, Stephen Blucke, Rose Fortune, David 
George, Richard Pierpoint, Cato Perkins 

Some Black Patriots: James Armistead, Prince 
Whipple, Jack Sisson, Peter Salem, Salem Poor, 
Saul Matthews, Lambert Latham 

 
Please research the Loyalist or Patriots biographies by using the internet. Please include the sources you used in 
your Bibliography on the back side of your letter.  

 
Due Date: ________________________________ 

 


