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Prospect of the City of New York
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Middle Colonies Culture Document: 
A Foreign Perspective on the Middle Colonies

…As First, their Land costs them (as I said but just now) little or nothing in comparison, 
of which the Farmers commonly will get twice the encrease of Corn for every Bushel  
they sow, that the Farmers in England can from the richest Land they have. 
 
In the Second place, they have constantly good price for their Corn, by reason of the 
great and quick vent [trade] into Barbadoes and other Islands; through which means 
Silver is become more plentiful than here in England, considering the Number of People, 
and that causes a quick Trade for both Corn and Cattle… 
 
Thirdly, They pay no Tithes, and their Taxes are inconsiderable; the Place is free for 
all Persuasions, in a Sober and Civil way; for the Church of England and the Quakers 
bear equal Share in the Government. They live Friendly and Well together; there is no 
Persecution for Religion, nor ever like to be; ‘tis this that knocks all Commerce on the 
Head, together with high Imposts, strict Laws, and cramping Orders... 
 
Reader, what I have here written, is not a Fiction, Flam, Whim, or any sinister Design, 
either to impose upon the Ignorant, or Credulous, or to curry Favour with the Rich and 
Mighty, but in meer Pity and pure Compassion to the Numbers of Poor Labouring Men, 
Women, and Children in England, half starv’d, visible in their meagre looks, that are 
continually wandering up and down looking for Employment without finding any, who 
here need not lie idle a moment, nor want due Encouragement or Reward for their Work, 
much less Vagabond or Drone it about. Here are no Beggars to be seen (it is a Shame 
and Disgrace to the State that there are so many in England) nor indeed have any here 
the least Occasion or Temptation to take up that Scandalous Lazy Life.

An Historical and Geographical Account of the Province and Country of Pensilvania,  
and of West-New-Jersey in America 
Author: Gabriel Thomas
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Upward Mobility New Amsterdam

Everyone in New Amsterdam had shares in one shipment of cargo or another. “Everyone 
here is a trader,” one resident remarked in 1650, and it was true, and unprecedented – as 
was the opportunity for advancement. Govert Loockermans had arrived in Manhattan 
seven years before Van der Donck, as a sixteen-year-old cook’s mate on a West India 
Company vessel, desperate to get ahead. As soon as the West India monopoly ended, 
he left and signed on as agent for the Verbrugges, overseeing ships and cargo. Over 
the next few years he would learn to speak English as well as several Indian languages, 
buy a farm on the East River, and begin leasing ships and moving cargo around New 
Netherland and the Atlantic, several times being accused of smuggling. He had a fairly 
sharp mean streak: in an altercation with Raritan Indians, he became infamous when he, 
in the words of a witness, “tortured the chief’s brother in his private parts with a piece 
of split wood.” He would die, thirty-eight years after his youthful footfall, in the new city 
of New York, the wealthiest merchant in the colony, owner of one of its finest homes, 
one of the richest men in the New World, and one of the purest exemplars of the kind of 
freeform upward mobility that American culture would inherit from its forgotten colony.

Excerpt from The Island at the Center of the World: The Epic Story of Dutch Manhattan, the Forgotten Colony That Shaped 
America by Russell Shorto, copyright © 2004 by Russell Shorto. Used by permission of Doubleday, an imprint of the Knopf 
Doubleday Publishing Group, a division of Penguin Random House LLC. All rights reserved.


