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New Deal Programs

The Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation—1933
This program began in 1934 and was designed to 
protect the money that people had deposited in 
banks. During the Great Depression, when banks 
failed and closed, they often took people’s life savings 
with them. Thanks to the FDIC, accounts were 
guaranteed up to $5,000. So even if the bank failed, 
the customers would get their money back.  
This helped people feel safe about putting their 
money in banks again.

Agricultural Adjustment 
Administration—1933
This program was aimed at making farm products 
more valuable by decreasing the available supply. 
Farmers were paid to grow fewer crops and to 
slaughter extra food animals, like pigs and cows.  
By creating a situation in which there were fewer  
farm products in the country, the ones that were 
there were worth enough to pay the farmers  
a living wage. The extra money the government 
gave the farmers to grow less is called a subsidy.
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Home Owners Loan Corporation—1933
This program was created for people who were 
having trouble repaying the bank loans that they 
had taken out in order to buy their homes. The 
contracts that homeowners had with banks for 
these loans, called mortgages, were redone 
so that homeowners could repay the loan over 
longer periods of time and at a lower interest rate. 
This meant that their monthly payments were 
much smaller and easier to manage; as a result, 
fewer people lost their homes during the Great 
Depression.

Civilian Conservation Corps—1933
This program hired single young men between the 
ages of 18–25 to work in the forests and national 
parks. These young men lived in camps near their 
jobs, and the majority of the money they made 
was sent straight home to their families. It not 
only made national parks and woodlands more 
beautiful, but it helped support the families of the 
young men who were hired.
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The Tennessee Valley Authority—1933
Tennessee and other states in the South were 
having trouble growing economically because 
they lacked infrastructure. The TVA built dams and 
power plants across the region. This improved 
the lives of the people living in the area because it 
provided access to more affordable electricity, and 
it created jobs and industry for the region.

National Youth Administration—1935
This training program was designed for young 
people. It taught them skills that they would be 
able to use when they began looking for jobs. 
Training included carpentry, baking, and clerical 
work like typing and library skills.

Source: Boyce, Ronald Reed. 2004. Geographers and the 
Tennessee Valley Authority, Geographical Review, Vol. 94, No. 
1. 23-42
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Works Progress Administration—1935
This program hired millions of workers to 
carry out public works projects, including 
constructing parks, schools, and highways. 
Additionally, the WPA used some of its money 
to provide jobs for painters, writers, musicians, 
and other artists. The WPA was supposed 
to end people’s dependence on the Federal 
Emergency Relief Act (FERA), which gave 
money and other necessary supplies to the 
poor without creating jobs.

Securities and Exchange 
Commission—1934
This program put new rules in place for  
companies that sold stocks. It required 
companies to tell the truth about the stocks 
they were selling. People who were not  
told the truth could sue the company that  
lied to them about the stocks. This rule  
was supposed to make people feel safe 
investing in the stock market again after  
the market crashed at the beginning of the  
Great Depression.
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Social Security Administration—1935
Additionally, the WPA used some of its money to provide jobs for painters, writers, musicians,  
and other artists. The elderly, the disabled, and dependent mothers with children were all eligible to 
receive government assistance from the SSA, which included money and food.

Courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration


