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Because I could not stop for Death (479) - Emily Dickinson 

Because I could not stop for Death – 
He kindly stopped for me – 
The Carriage held but just Ourselves – 
And Immortality. 
 
 
We slowly drove – He knew no haste 
And I had put away 
My labor and my leisure too, 
For His Civility –  

We passed the School, where Children 
strove 
At Recess – in the Ring – 
We passed the Fields of Gazing 
Grain--  
We passed the Setting Sun – 
 
Or rather – He passed Us – 
The Dews drew quivering and Chill – 
For only Gossamer, my Gown – 
My Tippet – only Tulle – 
  

We paused before a House that 
seemed 
A Swelling of the Ground – 
The Roof was scarcely visible – 
The Cornice – in the Ground – 
 
Since then – 'tis Centuries – and yet 
Feels shorter than the Day 
I first surmised the Horses' Heads 
Were toward Eternity-- 
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I’m Nobody! Who are you? (260) - Emily Dickinson 

I’m Nobody! Who are you? 
Are you – Nobody – too? 
Then there’s a pair of us! 
Don’t tell! they’d advertise – you know! 
 

How dreary – to be – Somebody! 
How public – like a Frog –  
To tell one’s name – the livelong June –  
To an admiring Bog! 

What poetic devices do you notice? Identify and explain them. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Success is counted sweetest (112) - Emily DIckinson 
 
Success is counted sweetest 
By those who ne'er succeed. 
To comprehend a nectar 
Requires sorest need. 
 

Not one of all the purple Host 
Who took the Flag today 
Can tell the definition 
So clear of victory 
 

As he defeated – dying – 
On whose forbidden ear 
The distant strains of triumph 
Burst agonized and clear! 

What poetic devices do you notice? Identify and explain them. 
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I’m Nobody! Who are you? (260) - Emily Dickinson 
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Are you – Nobody – too? 
Then there’s a pair of us! 
Don’t tell! they’d advertise – you know! 
 

How dreary – to be – Somebody! 
How public – like a Frog –  
To tell one’s name – the livelong June –  
To an admiring Bog! 

What poetic devices do you notice? Identify and explain them. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I felt a Funeral, in my Brain, (340) - Emily Dickinson 
 
I felt a Funeral, in my Brain, 
And Mourners to and fro 
Kept treading - treading - till it 
seemed 
That Sense was breaking through - 
 
And when they all were seated, 
A Service, like a Drum - 
Kept beating - beating - till I 
thought 
My mind was going numb - 
  

And then I heard them lift a Box 
And creak across my Soul 
With those same Boots of Lead, 
again, 
Then Space - began to toll, 
 
As all the Heavens were a Bell, 
And Being, but an Ear, 
And I, and Silence, some strange 
Race, 
Wrecked, solitary, here - 
  

And then a Plank in Reason, 
broke, 
And I dropped down, and down - 
And hit a World, at every plunge, 
And Finished knowing - then - 

What poetic devices do you notice? Identify and explain them. 
 
 
 
  



RL.7.4 Name: ____________________________ C:____ 

Poetic Devices Date: _____________________________ 

 
Because I could not stop for Death (479) - Emily Dickinson 

Because I could not stop for Death – 
He kindly stopped for me – 
The Carriage held but just Ourselves – 
And Immortality. 
 
 
We slowly drove – He knew no haste 
And I had put away 
My labor and my leisure too, 
For His Civility –  

We passed the School, where Children 
strove 
At Recess – in the Ring – 
We passed the Fields of Gazing 
Grain--  
We passed the Setting Sun – 
 
Or rather – He passed Us – 
The Dews drew quivering and Chill – 
For only Gossamer, my Gown – 
My Tippet – only Tulle – 
  

We paused before a House that 
seemed 
A Swelling of the Ground – 
The Roof was scarcely visible – 
The Cornice – in the Ground – 
 
Since then – 'tis Centuries – and yet 
Feels shorter than the Day 
I first surmised the Horses' Heads 
Were toward Eternity-- 

  
 

Device: Definition: 

Example: 

 

Device: Definition: 

Example: 

 

Device: Definition: 

Example: 

 
  

 

Device: Definition: 

Example: 

 

Device: Definition: 

Example: 

 

Device: Definition: 

Example: 

  



 

RL.7.4 Name: ____________________________ C:____ 

Poetic Devices Date: _____________________________ 

 
I’m Nobody! Who are you? (260) - Emily Dickinson 
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A Bird, came down the Walk - (359) - Emily Dickinson 
 
 
A Bird, came down the Walk -  
He did not know I saw - 
He bit an Angle Worm in halves  
And ate the fellow, raw,  
  
And then, he drank a Dew 
From a convenient Grass - 
And then hopped sidewise to the 
Wall  
To let a Beetle pass - 
  

He glanced with rapid eyes, 
That hurried all abroad - 
They looked like frightened Beads, 
I thought, 
He stirred his Velvet Head. -  
  
Like one in danger, Cautious, 
I offered him a Crumb, 
And he unrolled his feathers,  
And rowed him softer Home - 
  

Than Oars divide the Ocean, 
Too silver for a seam, 
Or Butterflies, off Banks of Noon,  
Leap, plashless as they swim. 

What poetic devices do you notice? Identify and explain them.  
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Because I could not stop for Death (479) - Emily Dickinson 

Because I could not stop for Death – 
He kindly stopped for me – 
The Carriage held but just Ourselves – 
And Immortality. 
 
 
We slowly drove – He knew no haste 
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We passed the School, where Children 
strove 
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Feels shorter than the Day 
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Device: 
 
metaphor 

Definition: 
 
a figure of speech that suggests a 
non-literal similarity 

Example: 
 
The Carriage in the first stanza may be a metaphor for 
life or time -- it carries the persona through her 
experiences. 

 

Device: 
 
rhyme 
 

Definition: 
 
correspondence in the final sounds 
of two or more lines 

Example: 
 
In the first stanza the second and fourth line rhyme: 
me/immortality 

 

Device: 
 
alliteration 
 

Definition: 
 
use of the same consonant at the 
beginning of each word 

Example: 
 
In the second stanza: “my labor and my leisure” 
In the last stanza: “Horses’ Heads” 

 
 

Device: 
 
simile 

Definition: 
 
a figure of speech expressing a 
resemblance between things 

Example: 
 
The house in the fifth stanza “seemed/ A Swelling of 
the Ground.” The house resembled a swelling of the 
ground (a grave) 

 

Device: 
 
theme 

Definition: 
 
the subject matter 

Example: 
 
This poem seems to have the theme of life and death. 
The ride the persona take is leading her to her death.  

 

Device: 
 
assonance 

Definition: 
 
the repetition of similar vowels in 
successive words 



Example: 
 
In the first stanza: Because I could not stop for Death 
In the third stanza: ... Fields of Gazing Grain 
In the fourth stanza: The Dews drew quivering 

 


