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Frederick Robinson, a Democrat, 1834

The aristocracy of our country...continually contrive to change their party name. It was 
first Tory, then Federalist, then no party...then National Republican, now Whig...But by 
whatever name they reorganize themselves, the true democracy of the country, the 
producing classes, ought to be able to distinguish the enemy. Ye may know them by their 
fruit. Ye may know them by their deportment toward the people. Ye may know them by 
their disposition to club together, and constitute societies and incorporations for the 
enjoyment of exclusive privileges and for countenancing and protecting each other in 
their monopolies...They are those, with some honorable exceptions, who have contrived 
to live without labor...and must consequently live on the labor of others.

Source
Paraphrase the author’s  

message

What issue is 
demonstrated in the 

document?

Do you agree or 
disagree with the 

author’s description? 
Why?
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Jacksonian Democracy Excerpt 

Jackson’s Message to Congress on Indian Removal, December 6, 1830

It gives me pleasure to announce to Congress that the benevolent policy of the Government, 
steadily pursued for nearly thirty years, in relation to the removal of the Indians beyond the 
white settlements is approaching to a happy consummation. Two important tribes have 
accepted the provision made for their removal at the last session of Congress, and it is believed 
that their example will induce the remaining tribes also to seek the same obvious advantages. 
 
The consequences of a speedy removal will be important to the United States, to individual 
States, and to the Indians themselves. The pecuniary advantages which it promises to the 
Government are the least of its recommendations. It puts an end to all possible danger of 
collision between the authorities of the General and State Governments on account of the 
Indians. It will place a dense and civilized population in large tracts of country now occupied 
by a few savage hunters. By opening the whole territory between Tennessee on the north 
and Louisiana on the south to the settlement of the whites it will incalculably strengthen the 
southwestern frontier and render the adjacent States strong enough to repel future invasions 
without remote aid. It will relieve the whole State of Mississippi and the western part of 
Alabama of Indian occupancy, and enable those States to advance rapidly in population, 
wealth, and power. It will separate the Indians from immediate contact with settlements  
of whites; free them from the power of the States; enable them to pursue happiness in their 
own way and under their own rude institutions; will retard the progress of decay, which is 
lessening their numbers, and perhaps cause them gradually, under the protection of the 
Government and through the influence of good counsels, to cast off their savage habits and 
become an interesting, civilized, and Christian community. 
 
What good man would prefer a country covered with forests and ranged by a few thousand 
savages to our extensive Republic, studded with cities, towns, and prosperous farms 
embellished with all the improvements which art can devise or industry execute, occupied by 
more than 12,000,000 happy people, and filled with all the blessings of liberty, civilization, and 
religion?

benevolent: well-meaning
consummation: the point at which something is complete or finalized
induce: to start
pecuniary: having to do with money
dense: packed together
tract: an amount or stretch of land or water
incalculably: too great to be calculated or estimated
render: to cause or make
retard: to slow 
prosperous: successful in material terms
embellish: make (a statement or story) more interesting or entertaining by adding extra details that  
may not be true
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Jacksonian Democracy Excerpt 

Jackson’s Veto Message, July 10, 1832

It is to be regretted that the rich and powerful too often bend the acts of government to 
their selfish purposes. Distinctions in society will always exist under every just government. 
Equality of talents, of education, or of wealth cannot be produced by human institutions.  
In the full enjoyment of the gifts of Heaven and the fruits of superior industry, economy, 
and virtue, every man is equally entitled to protection by law; but when the laws undertake 
to add to these natural and just advantages artificial distinctions, to grant titles, gratuities, 
and exclusive privileges, to make the rich richer and the potent more powerful, the humble 
members of society—the farmers, mechanics, and laborers—who have neither the time  
nor the means of securing like favors to themselves, have a right to complain of the injustice 
of their government. There are no necessary evils in government. Its evils exist only in  
its abuses. If it would confine itself to equal protection, and, as Heaven does its rains,  
shower its favors alike on the high and the low, the rich and the poor, it would be an 
unqualified blessing. 
 
Nor is our Government to be maintained or our Union preserved by invasions of the rights 
and powers of the several States. In thus attempting to make our General Government strong 
we make it weak. Its true strength consists in leaving individuals and States as much as 
possible to themselves—in making itself felt, not in its power, but in its beneficence; not in its 
control, but in its protection; not in binding the States more closely to the center, but leaving 
each to move unobstructed in its proper orbit.

virtue: behavior showing high moral standards
gratuities: tips given
potent: powerful
beneficence: generosity 
unobstructed: with nothing in the way
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Excerpt of Henry Clay’s Response to Jackson’s Veto of the Bank Bill in Senate,  
July 10, 1832

The veto is an extraordinary power, which, though tolerated by the Constitution, was not 
expected, by the convention, to be used in ordinary cases. It was designed for instances 
of precipitate legislation, in unguarded moments. Thus restricted, and it has been thus 
restricted by all former presidents, it might not be mischievous. During Mr. Madison’s 
administration of eight years, there occurred but two or three cases of its exercise. During 
the last administration, I do not now recollect that it was once. In a period little upward of 
three years, the present chief magistrate has employed the veto four times. We now hear 
quite frequently, in the progress of measures through Congress, the statement that the 
president will veto them, urged as an objection to their passage. 
 
The veto is hardly reconcilable with the genius of representative government. It is totally 
irreconcilable with it, if it is to be frequently employed in respect to the expediency of 
measures, as well as their constitutionality. It is a feature of our government, borrowed 
from a prerogative of the British king. And it is remarkable, that in England it has grown 
obsolete, not having been used for upward of a century. At the commencement of the French 
Revolution, in discussing the principles of their Constitution, in national convention, the veto 
held a conspicuous figure. The gay, laughing population of Paris, bestowed on the king the 
appellation of Monsieur Veto, and on the queen, that of Madame Veto. The convention finally 
decreed, that if a measure rejected by the king, should obtain the sanction of two concurring 
legislatures, it should be a law, notwithstanding the veto. In the Constitution of Kentucky, 
and perhaps in some other of the State Constitutions, it is provided that if, after the rejection 
of a bill by the governor, it shall be passed by a majority of all the members elected to both 
Houses, it shall become a law, notwithstanding the governor’s objections. As a co-ordinate 
branch of the government, the chief magistrate has great weight. If, after a respectful 
consideration of his objections urged against a bill, a majority of all the members elected to 
the Legislature, shall still pass it, notwithstanding his official influence, and the force of his 
reasons, ought it not to become a law! Ought the opinion of one man to overrule that of a 
legislative body, twice deliberately expressed!

veto: to say no to (the president has veto power)
precipitate: to cause an event or situation 
mischievous: causing or intended to cause mild harm or trouble
reconcilable: make consistent with one another 
expediency: thinking about what will be a political advantage
obsolete: no longer produced
commencement: a beginning or a start
conspicuous: standing out so as to be clearly visible
sanction: a threatened penalty for disobeying a law or rule
concurring: agreeing
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Andrew Jackson’s Proclamation Regarding Nullification, December 10, 1832

The States severally have not retained their entire sovereignty. It has been shown 
that in becoming parts of a nation, not members of a league, they surrendered many 
of their essential parts of sovereignty. The rights to make treaties, declare war, levy 
taxes, exercise exclusive judicial and legislative powers, were all functions of sovereign 
power. The States, then, for all these important purposes, were no longer sovereign. 
The allegiance of their citizens was transferred in the first instance to the government 
of the United States; they became American citizens, and owed obedience to the 
Constitution of the United States, and to laws made in conformity with the powers 
vested in Congress. This last position has not been, and cannot be, denied. How then, 
can that State be said to be sovereign and independent whose citizens owe obedience 
to laws not made by it, and whose magistrates are sworn to disregard those laws, when 
they come in conflict with those passed by another? What shows conclusively that the 
States cannot be said to have reserved an undivided sovereignty, is that they expressly 
ceded the right to punish treason—not treason against their separate power, but treason 
against the United States. Treason is an offense against sovereignty, and sovereignty 
must reside with the power to punish it. But the reserved rights of the States are not less 
sacred because they have for their common interest made the general government the 
depository of these powers. The unity of our political character (as has been shown for 
another purpose) commenced with its very existence.

sovereignty: supreme power or authority
levy: to impose or collect
allegiance: loyalty
conformity: in agreement with standards, rules, or laws
vested: assigned, given
magistrates: a civil officer or lay judge who administers the law
ceded: gave up
treason: the crime of betraying one’s country
depository: a person to whom something is lodged in trust
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State of the Union Address, December 8, 1829

To the people belongs the right of electing their Chief Magistrate; it was never designed 
that their choice should in any case be defeated, either by the intervention of electoral 
colleges or by the agency confided, under certain contingencies, to the House of 
Representatives. Experience proves that in proportion as agents to execute the will of 
the people are multiplied there is danger of their wishes being frustrated. Some may be 
unfaithful; all are liable to err. So far, therefore, as the people can with convenience speak, 
it is safer for them to express their own will. . . . 
 
In a country where offices are created solely for the benefit of the people no one man has 
any more intrinsic right to official station than another. Offices were not established to 
give support to particular men at the public expense. No individual wrong is, therefore, 
done by removal, since neither appointment to nor continuance in office is a matter of 
right. The incumbent became an officer with a view to public benefits, and when these 
require his removal they are not to be sacrificed to private interests. It is the people, and 
they alone, who have a right to complain when a bad officer is substituted for a good 
one. He who is removed has the same means of obtaining a living that are enjoyed by the 
millions who never held office. The proposed limitation would destroy the idea of property 
now so generally connected with official station, and although individual distress may be 
some times produced, it would, by promoting that rotation which constitutes a leading 
principle in the republican creed, give healthful action to the system.

magistrate: a civil officer or lay judge who administers the law
contingencies: a provision for an unforeseen event or circumstance
liable: likely
intrinsic: belonging naturally; essential
incumbent: currently holding office
constitutes: makes up (part of a whole)
creed: statement or doctrine of belief or principle


