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RH.6-8.2: Reading for Main Idea     Date: ________________________ 

Immigration and the Ku Klux Klan  
 
Title: 

During the wave of nativist sentiment, “Keep America 
for Americans” became the prevailing attitude. Anti-
immigrant attitudes had been growing in the United States 
ever since the 1880s, when new immigrants began arriving 
from southern and eastern Europe. Many of these 
immigrants were willing to work for low wages in 
industries such as coal mining, steel production, and 
textiles. But after World War I, the need for unskilled labor 
in the United States decreased. Nativists believed that 
because the United States now had fewer unskilled jobs 
available, fewer immigrants should be let into the country.  
Nativist feelings were fueled by the fact that some of the 
people involved in postwar labor disputes were immigrant  

anarchists and socialists, who many Americans believed 
were actually Communists. Racist ideas like those 
expressed by Madison Grant, an anthropologist at the 
American Museum of Natural History in New York City, 
fed people’s attitudes.  
“The result of unlimited immigration is showing plainly in 
the rapid decline in the birth rate of native Americans . . . 
[who] will not bring children into the world to compete in 
the labor market with the Slovak, the Italian, the Syrian and 
the Jew. The native American is too proud to mix socially 
with them.” —Madison Grant, quoted in United States 
History: Ideas in Conflict 
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As a result of the Red Scare and anti-immigrant feelings, 
different groups of bigots used anti-communism as an excuse 
to harass any group unlike themselves. One such group was 
the Ku Klux Klan (KKK). The KKK was devoted to “100 
percent Americanism.” By 1924, KKK membership reached 
4.5 million “white male persons, native-born gentile citizens.” 
The Klan also believed in keeping blacks “in their place,”  

destroying saloons, opposing unions, and driving Roman 
Catholics, Jews, and foreign-born people out of the country. 
KKK members were paid to recruit new members into their 
world of secret rituals and racial violence. Though the Klan 
dominated state politics in many states, by the end of the 
decade its criminal activity led to a decrease in power. 

Main Idea 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Title: 

As a result of the Red Scare and anti-immigrant feelings, 
different groups of bigots used anti-communism as an excuse 
to harass any group unlike themselves. One such group was 
the Ku Klux Klan (KKK). The KKK was devoted to “100 
percent Americanism.” By 1924, KKK membership reached 
4.5 million “white male persons, native-born gentile citizens.” 
The Klan also believed in keeping blacks “in their place,”  

destroying saloons, opposing unions, and driving Roman 
Catholics, Jews, and foreign-born people out of the country. 
KKK members were paid to recruit new members into their 
world of secret rituals and racial violence. Though the Klan 
dominated state politics in many states, by the end of the 
decade its criminal activity led to a decrease in power. 

Main Idea 

 
 


