
Read and think about the text of the First 
Amendment and the text from the Sedition Act. 
How do they support or contradict each other?  
 
First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution: 
 Amendment I: Congress shall make no law 
respecting an establishment of religion, or 
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging 
the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the 
right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to 
petition the government for a redress of 
grievances.   

The Sedition Act (1918):  SEC. 3: [W]hoever, 
when the United States is at war, shall willfully 
utter, print, write or publish any disloyal, profane, 
scurrilous, or abusive language about the form of 
government of the United States, or the 
Constitution of the United States, or the military 
or naval forces of the United States, or the flag of 
the United States, or the uniform of the Army or 
Navy of the United States...or any language 
intended to bring [the U.S. government] ...into 
contempt, scorn, contumely, or disrepute, or shall 
willfully utter, print, write, or publish any 
language intended to incite, provoke, or 
encourage resistance to the United States, or to 
promote the cause of its enemies, or shall 
willfully display the flag of any foreign enemy, 
or shall willfully by utterance, writing, printing, 
publication, or language spoken, urge, incite, or 
advocate any curtailment of production ...shall be 
punished by a fine of not more than $10,000 or 
the imprisonment for not more than twenty years, 
or both   
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