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During a summer tour after his second inauguration in 
1901, President William McKinley met a friendly crowd in 
Buffalo, New York. Suddenly, anarchist Leon Czolgosz 
stepped forward and shot the president. A little more than a 
week later, McKinley died. Vice President Theodore 
Roosevelt took office. 

Roosevelt believed that the interests of businesspeople, 
laborers, and consumers should be balanced for the public 
good. He called this policy the Square Deal. He put the 
policy to the test in 1902 when faced by a coal miners’  

strike. Roosevelt knew the strike might leave the country 
without heating fuel for the coming winter. He threatened 
to take over the mines unless managers and strikers agreed 
to arbitration—a formal process to settle disputes. He felt 
this was the only fair way to protect Americans. 

“The labor unions shall have a square deal, and the 
corporations shall have a square deal, and in addition all 
private citizens shall have a square deal.” 

—President Theodore Roosevelt, quoted in The 
Presidency of Theodore Roosevelt, by Lewis L. Gould 

Main Idea: 

 
 
 
Title: 

Roosevelt made regulating big business a top goal of 
his administration. Muckrakers helped build support for this 
regulation. The public was shocked, for instance, after 
reading Upton Sinclair’s description of the meatpacking 
industry in The Jungle. Roosevelt opened an investigation 
and later convinced Congress to pass a meat inspection law. 

 

     In 1906 Congress passed the Pure Food and Drug Act. 
This law prohibited the manufacture, sale, and transport of 
mislabeled or contaminated food and drugs. Roosevelt also 
was the first president to successfully use the 1890 
Sherman Antitrust Act to break up a monopoly. He 
persuaded Congress to regulate railroad shipping rates. The 
public largely supported this expansion of federal 
regulatory powers. 

Main Idea: 

 
 
 
Title: 

Roosevelt’s love of the outdoors inspired him to join other 
Progressives in supporting conservation, or the protection of 
nature and its resources. Roosevelt was the first president to 
consider conservation an important national priority. 

     People believed in conservation for various reasons. 
Preservationists such as John Muir thought that nature should be 

Other conservationists wanted to make sure the nation used 
its natural resources efficiently. Gifford Pinchot, the first head of 
the newly created Forest Service, valued forests for the resources 
they provided to build “prosperous homes.” The disagreement 
between the two ideals of conservation eventually widened.  

     While Roosevelt was in office, the Forest Service gained 



left untouched so that people could enjoy its beauty: 
“Thousands of tired, nerve-shaken, over-civilized people are 

beginning to find out that going to the mountains is going home; 
that wildness is a necessity; and that mountain parks and 
reservations are useful not only as fountains of timber and  
irrigating rivers, but as fountains of life.” —John Muir, Our 
National Parks 

control of nearly 150 million acres of public land. Roosevelt 
doubled the number of national parks, created 18 national 
monuments, and started 51 bird sanctuaries. 

Main Idea: 

 
Title: 

Theodore Roosevelt hoped that his secretary of war, William 
Howard Taft, would take his place as president in 1908. Like 
Roosevelt, Taft favored business regulation and opposed 
socialism. With Roosevelt’s assistance, Taft defeated William 
Jennings Bryan in the election of 1908. 

Despite their friendship, Roosevelt and Taft held different 
ideas about how a president should act. Taft thought Roosevelt 
had claimed more power than a president was constitutionally 
allowed. 

     As president, therefore, Taft chose to move cautiously 
toward reform and regulation. This upset Roosevelt and various 
Progressives, who supported stricter regulation of big business. 
Although Taft’s administration started twice as many antitrust 
lawsuits as Roosevelt’s had, Progressives were not satisfied. 

     Taft angered Progressives further by signing the Payne-
Aldrich Tariff of 1909. This tariff reduced some rates on 
imported goods, but it raised others. Progressives wanted all 
tariffs to be lowered, in order to lower prices for consumers. 

     Furious with Taft, Roosevelt decided to run for president 
again in 1912. After Taft won the Republican nomination, 
Roosevelt and his followers formed the Progressive Party. It was 
nicknamed the Bull Moose Party. because Roosevelt said he was 
“as strong as a bull moose.” The split between Taft and Roosevelt 
divided the Republican vote, and Democratic candidateWoodrow 
Wilson won the electoral vote by a wide margin. 

 

In his inaugural address, Wilson spoke of the terrible social 
conditions under which many working-class Americans lived. 
“We have been proud of our industrial achievements,” he said, 
“but we have not hitherto [yet] stopped thoughtfully enough to 
count the human cost.” Passing reform legislation was Wilson’s 
top goal. He pushed for two measures soon after taking office: 
tariffrevision and banking reform. 

     Wilson backed the Underwood Tariff Act of 1913, which 
lowered tariffs. The act also introduced a version of the modern 
incom tax. 

The new tax was made possible in 1913 by the ratification of 
the Sixteenth Amendment. This amendment allows the federal 
government to impose direct taxes on citizens’ incomes.  

     President Wilson next addressed banking reform with the 
1913 Federal Reserve Act. This law created a national banking 
system called the Federal Reserve to regulate the economy. 

     Wilson also pushed for laws to regulate big business. The 
Clayton Antitrust Act of 1914 strengthened federal laws against 
monopolies. The Federal Trade Commission, created in 1914, 
had the power to investigate and punish unfair trade practices. 
Wilson’s success in guiding reform programs through Congress 
helped him to win re-election in 1916. 

Main Idea: 

 


