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Document B

Marco Polo with elephants and camels arriving at Hormuz on the Gulf of Persia 
from India

“As a sample, I tell you, no day in the year passes that there do not enter the 
city 1,000 cart loads of silk alone, from which are made quantities of cloth of  
silk and gold, and of other goods.”

Juan Lopez de Palacios Rubios, 15th Century 
Modified from El Requerimiento translation

c. 1415

By Boucicaut Master
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Document D
Demarcation Bull, granting Spain possession of lands discovered by Columbus, 1493

Historical Context: Following Christopher Columbus’ voyage to the Western Hemisphere, both 
Spain and Portugal attempted to claim the land that had not previously belonged to a Catholic nation. 
As Christopher Columbus had discovered this land for Spain, the Spanish monarchy was angry at 
Portugal. King Ferdinand II and Queen Isabella, of Spain, asked the pope to resolve the dispute.  
Pope Alexander VI issued the Bull of Demarcation, a document granting Spain permission to claim 
all non-Christian land located to the west of an imaginary line known as the Line of Demarcation. 
Portugal was entitled to claim the land to the east of the line. Upon further exploration Portugal 
appealed the location of the line, which essentially granted them no land to claim in the Western 
Hemisphere. The line was moved by the pope under the Treaty of Tordesillas, allowing Portugal to 
claim the land now known as Brazil.

Below is an excerpt from the Bull of Demarcation:

“Among other works well pleasing to the Divine Majesty and cherished of our 
heart, this assuredly ranks highest, that in our time especially the Catholic faith 
and the Christian religion be exalted and be everywhere increased and spread, 
that the health of souls be cared for and that barbarous nations be overthrown 
and brought to faith itself. 
 
We have indeed learned that you [Spain], who for a long time had intended to 
seek out and discover certain islands and mainlands remote and unknown and 
not hitherto discovered by others, to the end that you might bring to the worship 
of our Redeemer and the profession of the Catholic faith their residents and 
inhabitants …you, chose our beloved son, Christopher Columbus… whom you 
furnished with ships and men equipped for like designs …to make diligent quest 
for these remote and unknown mainlands and islands through the sea[.]  
 
They …discovered certain very remote island and even mainlands that hitherto 
had not been discovered by others; wherein dwell very many peoples living in 
peace, and, as reported, going unclothed, and not eating flesh. 
 
In the island and countries already discovered are found gold, spices, and very 
many other precious things of diverse kinds and qualities. 
 
Moreover we command you in virtue of holy obedience that, employing all due 
diligence in the premises …you should appoint to the aforesaid mainlands and 
islands worthy, God-fearing, learned, skilled, and experienced men, in order to 
instruct the aforesaid inhabitants and residents in the Catholic faith and train 
them in good morals.”

[Demarcation bull, granting Spain possession of lands discovered by Columbus]  
Pope Alexander VI, Valladolio, Spain, May 4, 1493 
Courtesy of The Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History, GL04093 


