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Excerpt 1 
Thursday, October 11, 1492 Two hours after midnight 
land appeared, some two leagues [3 nautical miles] 
away. They took in all sail…and lay…waiting for day. 
..This was Friday, on which they reached a small 
island…called in the Indian language Guanahani. 
[Thought to be Watling Island in Bahamas] 
Immediately some naked people [Now known as 
Taíno or Arawak peoples] appeared and the Admiral 
[Columbus] went ashore on the armed boat, as did 
Martin Alonso Pinzon and Vicente Yanez his brother, 
captain of the Nina. The Admiral raised the royal 
standard and the captains carried two banners with the 
green cross which were flown by the admiral on all his 
ships…On landing they saw very green trees and 
much water and fruit of various kinds. The Admiral 
called the two captains and the others who had 
landed…and demanded that they should bear faithful 
witness that he had taken possession of the island…for 
his sovereigns and masters the King and Queen...Soon 
many people of the island came up to them. 
 

 

Excerpt 2 
In order to win their friendship…I gave them some red 
caps and glass beads which they hung round their 
necks, also many other trifles. These things pleased 
them greatly and they became marvelously friendly to 
us. They afterwards swam out to the ship’s boats in 
which we were sitting, bringing us parrots and balls of 
cotton thread and spears and many other things, which 
they exchanged with us for such objects as glass 
beads, hawks and bells. In fact, they very willingly 
traded everything they had. But they seemed to me a 
people very short of everything. They all go naked as 
their mothers bore them, including the women, 
although I saw only one very young girl. 
 

 



Excerpt 3 
All the men I saw were young. I did not see one over 
the age of thirty. They were very well built with fine 
bodies and handsome faces. Their hair is coarse, 
almost like that of a horse’s tail and short; they wear it 
down over their eyebrows except for a few strands at 
the back, which they wear long and never cut…Some 
of them paint themselves black, others white or any 
colour they can find. Some paint their faces, some 
their whole bodies, some only the eyes, some only the 
nose. 
 

 

Excerpt 4 
They do not carry arms or know them. For when I 
showed them swords, they took them by the edge and 
cut themselves out of ignorance. They have no iron. 
Their spears are made of cane. Some instead of an iron 
tip have a fish’s tooth and others have points of 
different kinds…I saw some who had wound scars on 
their bodies and I asked them by signs how they got 
these and they indicated to me that people came from 
other islands near by who tried to capture them and 
they defended themselves. I supposed and still 
suppose that they come from the mainland to capture 
them for slaves. They should be good servants and 
very intelligent, for I have observed that they soon 
repeat everything that is said to them, and I believe 
that they would easily be made Christians, for they 
appeared to me to have no religion. God willing, when 
I make my departure I will bring half a dozen of them 
back to their Majesties, so that they can learn to speak. 
 

 

 


