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Fredericksburg and Chancellorsville
Frustrated by McClellan’s lack of aggression, Lincoln
replaced him with General Ambrose E. Burnside as
leader of the Army of the Potomac. Burnside favored a
swift, decisive attack on Richmond by way of
Fredericksburg. In November 1862, he set out with
120,000 troops.
Burnside’s tactics surprised General Lee. The
Confederate commander had divided his force of
78,000 men. Neither section of the Confederate army
was in a good position to defend Fredericksburg.
However, Burnside’s army experienced delays in
crossing the Rappahannock River. These delays
allowed Lee’s army to reunite and entrench
themselves around Fredericksburg. Finally, the Union
army crossed the Rappahannock and launched a series
of charges. These attacks had heavy casualties and
failed to break the Confederate line. Eventually, after
suffering about 12,600 casualties, Burnside ordered a
retreat. The Confederates had about 5,300 casualties.
Soon Burnside stepped down from his position.
Then Lincoln made General Joseph Hooker the
commander of the Army of the Potomac. At the end of
April 1863, Hooker and his army of about 138,000
men launched a frontal attack on Fredericksburg.
Then Hooker ordered about 115,000 of his troops to
split off and approach the Confederate’s flank, or side.
Hooker’s strategy seemed about to work. But for some
reason he hesitated and had his flanking troops take a
defensive position at Chancellorsville. This town was
located a few miles west of Fredericksburg.
The following day, Lee used most of his army
(about 60,000 men) to attack Hooker’s troops at
Chancellorsville. Stonewall Jackson led an attack on
Hooker’s flank while Lee commanded an assault on
the Union front. The Union army was almost cut in
two. They managed to form a defensive line, which
they held for three days. Then Hooker ordered a
retreat.
Lee’s army won a major victory. But this victory
had severe casualties. During the battle, Lee’s trusted
general, Stonewall Jackson, was accidentally shot by
his own troops. He died a few days later.

Battle of Gettysburg
General Lee launched more attacks within Union
territory. As before, his goal was to break the North’s
will to fight. He also hoped that a victory would
convince other nations to recognize the Confederacy.
First Day
In early June 1863, Lee cut across northern Maryland
into southern Pennsylvania. His forces gathered west
of a small town called Gettysburg. Lee was unaware
that Union soldiers were encamped closer to town. He
had been suffering from lack of enemy information for
three days because his cavalry chief “Jeb” Stuart was
not performing his duties. Stuart and his cavalry had
gone off on their own raiding party, disobeying Lee’s
orders.
Another Confederate raiding party went to
Gettysburg for boots and other supplies. There, Lee’s
troops ran right into Union general George G. Meade’s
cavalry, triggering the Battle of Gettysburg, a key
battle that finally turned the tide against the
Confederates.
The battle began on July 1, 1863, when the
Confederate raiding party and the Union forces began
exchanging fire. The larger Confederate forces began
to push the Union troops back through Gettysburg.
The Union soldiers regrouped along the high
ground of Cemetery Ridge and Culps Hill. General
Lee wanted to prevent the Union forces from
entrenching themselves. He therefore ordered General
Ewell to attack immediately. However, Ewell hesitated
and thereby gave the Federals time to establish an
excellent defensive position.
In fact, Confederate General James Longstreet
thought that the Union position was almost impossible
to overrun. Instead of attacking, he felt that the
Confederate army should move east, take a strong
defensive position themselves, and wait for the Union
forces to attack them. However, General Lee was not
convinced. He believed that his troops were invincible.
The Confederates camped at Cemetery Ridge,
which ran parallel to the Union forces. Both camps
called for their main forces to reinforce them and
prepare for combat the next day.

