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15 The Roman Republic

Name Class Date

The Story of Spartacus, continued Primary Source

WHAT DID YOU LEARN?

 1. Why do you think the Roman general Crassus was eager to fight Spartacus and 
his men?

 2. The story about the snake resting on Spartacus’s face is one of the legends about 
his life. Why do you think such hard-to-believe stories are sometimes told about 
famous people?

 3. List at least three different words and/or phrases that Plutarch uses to describe 
Spartacus and his actions. What do these descriptions tell us about Plutarch’s 
feelings toward Spartacus?

 4. Most writings from the ancient world tell about those in power. Why might the 
story of Spartacus, a slave and rebel, have become so popular that it was written 
about more than a hundred years later?
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