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Slave Auctions: 
Directions: Examine each document and determine what the document revels about slave 

auctions and what were your thoughts about the document. 
Model: 

I will attempt to give as accurate an account of the language and ceremony of a slave 
auction as I possibly can. “...Boy, pull off your shirt—roll up your pants—for we want to 
see if you have been whipped.” If they discover any scars they will not buy,...The 
auctioneer, seeing this, cries, “Three hundred dollars, gentlemen, three hundred dollars. 
Shall I sell him for three hundred dollars? 

I have just been informed by his master that he is an honest boy and belongs to the same 
church that he does.” This turns the tide frequently, and the bids go up fast; and he is 
knocked off for a good sum. After the men and women are sold, the children are put on the 
stand. 

I was the first put up. On my appearance, several voices cried,...I again burst into tears and 
wept so that I have no distinct recollection of his answer. I was at length knocked down to 
a man whose name was Denton, a slave trader, then purchasing slaves for the Southern 
market. His first name I have forgotten. 

What does the account revel about slave 
auctions?

What are your thoughts or reactions to the 
passage?

Document B: Narrative of the Life and Adventures of Henry Bibb, An American Slave, 
Written by Himself, 1849 

Context: Henry Bibb, after escaping to Canada and returning later to free his wife and 
child, was recaptured in Kentucky and sold with them in New Orleans. 



Document: But the most rigorous examinations of slaves by those slave inspectors is on 
the mental capacity. If they are found to be very intelligent, this is the worst of all 
qualities connected with the life of a slave. In fact, it undermines the whole fabric of his 
worth; it prepares for what slaveholders call the worst sin when committed by a slave. It 
lays the foundation for running away and going to Canada. They also see in it a love for 
freedom, patriotism, insurrection, bloodshed, and exterminating war against American 
slavery. 

Hence they are very careful to ask whether a slave who is for sale can read or write. This 
question has been asked me often by slave traders and cotton planters, while I was there 
for market. After talking with me, they have sworn by their god that they would not have 
me among their slaves and that they saw the devil in my eye; I would run away, &c [etc.]. 

What does the account revel about slave 
auctions?

What are your thoughts or reactions to the 
passage?



Document C: Slave Auction Image

What does the account revel about slave 
auctions?

What are your thoughts or reactions to the 
passage?



Document D: Slave Auction Image 

What does the account revel about slave 
auctions?

What are your thoughts or reactions to the 
passage?


