
Name:__________________________________________    Class__________________  Date:_____________________  
Directions: Read each paragraph. Highlight important information. Provide at least 2 
annotations per paragraph.  
 

VOCABULARY 
Anthropologist-- scientist who studies the way of life of 
early humans and how they lived. 

Ice Age -- period of time when the Earth’s climate cools 
and glaciers form 

Archeologist -- person who searches for and studies 
artifacts in order to learn how early people lived.  

Nomad-- people who move from place to place in 
search of food 

Artifact -- object made by humans, such as tools, 
weapons, or pottery, and left behind by them. 

Oral History-- passing on of a person or group’s history 
through the telling of stories and singing of songs 

Bering Strait -- a narrow water passage connecting the 
Bering Sea to the Arctic Ocean. 

Prehistory-- the period of time before humans learned 
how to write 

Glacier -- huge sheet of ice. 
 

Prompt: How did people come to the Americas?  
Annotations:  NATIVE AMERICAN ORIGINS: 
1) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2)  

The most popular theory, supported by most 
anthropologists and archeologists, is that Native 
Americans arrived in the America’s during the last Ice 
Age, about 20,000 to 40,000 years ago. During the Ice 
Age, enormous amounts of seawater froze to form 
glaciers. Land was now exposed that had been covered 
by seawater. One area where this took place was in the 
Bering Strait located between Asia and North 
America. The exposed land created a land bridge, 
called Beringia, between these two continents. Over a 
period of thousands of years, herds of animals traveled 
over the land bridge from Asia into North America. As 
the animals traveled into North America, groups of 
nomads followed them. Over time, thousands of 
humans traveled across the land bridge into North 
America and spread throughout the Americas. 
Eventually, humans would come to live throughout 
North, Central, and South America.  

1) 
 
 
 
 
 
2) 

Anthropologists, historians, and other scientists 
believe that the theory explained above is how humans 
arrived in the Americas. This theory, however, is not 
100% provable. One reason why it’s difficult to prove 
this theory is because no written records have been 
found that could verify it. The humans who first came 
to the Americas over the land bridge did not know how 
to write. These early humans used oral history in 
order to communicate and pass on their history.  

 
 
 
 



Name:__________________________________________    Class__________________  Date:_____________________  
Prompt: What allowed humans to develop from hunters and gatherers? 

Annotations:  LIVING IN A NEW WORLD: 

1) 
 
 
 
 
2)  

Ancient Americans were hunters and gatherers. As 
nomads, they followed the migrating herds of big game 
animals, such as woolly mammoths, bison, and deer. 
In the New World, they fished in the streams, rivers, 
and lakes for fish, eels, and shellfish. In addition, they 
gathered food such as fruit, nuts, and roots. Over a 
period of thousands of years, these early Americans 
learned new methods for getting their food --- farming. 
The primary crop that was initially grown was maize or 
corn.  Other crops that were grown include beans, 
squash, tomatoes, potatoes, peppers, and tobacco.  

1) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2) 

The development of farming had several important 
effects.  

1.  People could settle down in permanent 
homes and give up the nomadic way of life. 

2. Extra food could be grown which allowed for 
an increase in population.  (Increase in food = Increase 
in population.) 

3.  Advanced cultures or civilizations were 
allowed to develop.  Culture is the way of life for a 
group of people.  

Over time, the ability to farm would spread to 
other groups throughout the Americas. This included 
groups in South America and North America.  The 
ability to farm allowed Native Americans to develop 
civilizations such as the Mayan, Incan, and Aztec 
civilizations.  

 
Answer the following questions based on your annotations: Answer in at least 2 sentences: 
1) How did people come to the Americas?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2) What allowed humans to develop from hunters and gathers? 
 
 


