
Historical Context: Following the Declaration of Independence, the newly created United States 
needed some sort of political organization to meet the needs of the citizens. The first attempt at a 
national government was known as the Articles of Confederation.  Although it was short-lived, the 
Articles represented an important step in the development of America’s government. 
 
Choose a Role: 

Role 1: Farmer 
Western Pennsylvania 

Role 2: Merchant 
Savannah, Georgia 

Biography: 
 
He successfully grew crops last seasons, but had 
trouble trading because of American Indian 
attacks near the Ohio River. He would like to 
trade in nearby New York state, but cannot due 
to the high tariffs (taxes) on Pennsylvania goods 
sold in New York.  

Biography: 
 
Prior to the War for Independence, he had a 
successful foreign trade of cotton and tobacco. 
He has a good amount of Spanish gold from his 
continued success in trade with Spanish 
customers in Spain and Spanish colonies in 
Florida and the Caribbean. He has been able to 
profit from making small cash loans to local 
farmers and businesses in Georgia. 

Role 3: Shopkeeper’s Wife 
Suffolk, Virginia 

Role 4: Banker 
Boston, Massachusetts 

Biographical Information 
 
During the Battle of Yorktown, her husband was 
killed. She has had financial trouble since. She 
had purchased most of her tobacco and 
vegetables sold at her shop from a cousin’s farm 
in nearby Halifax, North Carolina, but had to stop 
carrying many of these goods due to the high 
tariffs (taxes) placed on imported goods from 
another state. She has previously written a letter 
to the national Congress, but the delegate but he 
replied that changing laws is extremely difficult.  

Biography:  
 
He had been a quiet Loyalist during the War, but 
changed his opinion after the Battle of Saratoga. 
He has great storage of both Massachusetts 
paper money and money issued by the 
Congress. He has loaned money to larger 
businesses and the lawmaking body of 
Massachusetts, the Massachusetts General 
Court. His loans are often very expensive and he 
has no problem paying the high taxes in the 
state. He has even asked the representatives in 
Massachusetts senate to increase taxes to help 
pay off debts from the War for Independence. 

 
Role you are taking: ___________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Character’s name: ________________________________________________________ 


