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“Shot Heard ’round the World”

The Continental Congress planned to meet again in 1775. Before it 
could, the situation in the colonies had changed—for the worse.
The Ride of Paul Revere

British military leaders in the colonies grew uneasy when local militias 
seemed to be preparing for action. The governor of Massachusetts, Thomas 
Gage, learned that a stockpile of weapons was stored in Concord, about 20 
miles from Boston.In April 1775 he decided to seize the supplies.

 Gage thought he had kept his plan a secret. However, Boston was full 
of spies for the Patriot cause. They noticed the British were preparing for 
action and quickly informed the Patriots. Unsure of how the British would 
strike, Sons of Liberty member Paul Revere enlisted the aid of Robert 
Newman. Newman was to climb into the steeple of the Old North Church 
and watch for British soldiers. If they advanced across land, Newman 
would display one lantern from the steeple. If they rowed across the 
Charles River, Newman would display two lanterns.

When Revere and fellow Patriot William Dawes saw two lights shine, 
they set off on horseback. Using two different routes out of Boston, they 
sounded the alert. As the riders advanced, drums and church bells called out 
the local militia, or minutemen—who got their name because they were 

ready to fight at a minute’s notice. 
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