
Inquiry Question: How did geography affect Native American tribes? 
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Claims/Main 
Ideas  

Each paragraph 
contains a strong main 
idea or claim to which 
all other details in the 
paragraph relate 

Each paragraph 
contains a main idea or 
claim to which most 
other details in the 
paragraph relate 

Each paragraph 
contains a main idea 
or claim, but some of 
the supporting details 
are unrelated to main 
idea 

Paragraphs include no 
main idea or claim  

Evidence Uses specific evidence 
from documents to 
support claims and to 
distinguish alternate or 
opposing claims. 
Cites all references to 
documents. 
Language creates 
cohesion and 
strengthens relationship 
between claims and 
reasons and between 
reasons and evidence. 

Identifies relevant, 
accurate evidence from 
documents to support 
claims and to 
acknowledge alternate 
or opposing claims. 
Cites most references to 
documents. 
Uses language to create 
cohesion and to clarify 
relationships between 
claims and reasons and 
between reasons and 
evidence. 

Identifies relevant, 
accurate evidence 
from the documents to 
support each claim 
and the overall 
argument. 
Cites some 
references. 
Uses language to 
create cohesion, and 
to clarify relationships 
between claims, 
reasons, and 
evidence. 

Uses some evidence 
from documents to 
support claims, but 
evidence may not be 
consistently relevant. 
Cites no references. 
Language meant to 
clarify relationships 
between claims, 
reasoning, and evidence 
may be formulaic, 
repetitive, or absent in 
some areas. 

Organization - Organization of claims 
and supporting 
evidence and reasoning 
results in a cohesive 
argument. 
- Organization and tone 
maintain a formal style 
 - Introduction and 
concluding section 
follows from and 
supports the argument 
presented. 

- Clearly organizes and 
develops cohesion 
between claims, 
reasons, and evidence. - 
Organization and tone 
establishes a formal 
style. 
- Provides an 
introduction and 
concluding statement or 
section that follows from 
the argument presented. 

- Clearly organizes 
and creates cohesion 
between claims, 
reasons, and 
evidence. 
-  Organization and 
tone maintain a formal 
style. 
- Provides an 
introduction and 
concluding statement 
or section. 

- Introduces claims with 
evidence, but they are 
too loosely organized to 
present an argument.  
- Organization and tone 
are inconsistent. 
- Includes an 
introduction and final 
statement or section 
that is off topic or 
irrelevant. 

Geography Two themes of 
geography are 
demonstrated and 
supported with 
evidence. 

Two themes of 
geography are implied 

One theme of 
geography is implied, 
but not explicitly 
stated. 

No themes of 
geography are stated or 
implied. 

 


