
IS 228    Name: _________________ C: ___ 
Bill of Rights Essay   Date: __________________ 
 
 
Inquiry Question: What is the most important amendment in the 

Bill of Rights? 
 
Task: In a four paragraph essay answer the inquiry 

question.  
 
Introduction: Introduce Bill of Rights and answer the 

inquiry question 
 

Body Paragraphs: (2) Use MEAL paragraphs with claims to tell 
why you think the amendment you chose is 
the most important amendment. 

 
 
Conclusion: Wrap up thoughts 
 
 
Texts Use Page 204 - 205 in your United States 

History Textbook for information the Bill of 
Rights 

 
 

 
Rubric for the MEAL Paragraph 
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My main point is 
clear and explains 
what I will discuss 
in my paragraph. 

My main point is 
somewhat clear and 
explains what I will 
discuss in my 
paragraph. 

I have a main point 
but it is not 
clear/does not 
connect to what I 
discuss in my 
paragraph. 

I do not have a 
main point 
statement OR 
the main point 
that I have is not 
relevant. 

Ev
id

en
ce

 The evidence that 
I have is relevant 
and supports my 
main point. It is 
specifically cited 

The evidence I have 
is somewhat 
relevant.  It 
connects to the 
main point but does 
not fully support it. 
IT is cited. 

The evidence is 
related to the topic, 
but does not 
support the main 
point. It is not 
completely cited. 

The evidence I 
have is not 
relevant or 
related to the 
topic.  Citation 
missing 

An
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 The analysis is 
clear and 
effectively shows 
how my evidence 
supports my main 
point. 

My analysis 
explains my 
evidence, but does 
not fully connect it 
back to the main 
point. 

My analysis does 
not clearly explain 
my evidence. 

My analysis 
does not relate 
to my evidence.   
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Strong clear 
Argument  
included 
 
Two distinct 
reasons 
 
Background 
Information 

Argument present 
 
Reason  
 
Background 

Argument 
 
Reasons or 
Background  

Argument and 
nothing else 
Or irrelevant 
information 

 
  


